TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF JANUARY 9, 2007

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Gaskell, Colvin, Elbert, King, Scott, Parker and Thompson

Absent:  None

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM.

2. Minutes of December 12, 2006.  Gaskell had an addition to the minutes.  In item 9, after “between $1500 and $2000” add “to completely write an ordinance tailored to Torch Lake Township or would charge $185.00 per hour to review and recommend revisions to what the Planning Commission has written.”  Motion by Gaskell and seconded to accept the minutes as corrected passed 7-0.

3. Approval of Agenda.  It was suggested to add nomination and election of officers under item #8.

4. Communications.  Michigan Association of Planning is holding a class on Site Plan Review in Petoskey on February 28th at Stafford’s Perry Hotel.  See the Clerk if you are interested in attending.

5. Concerns of the Public other than Agenda items.  There were none.

6. Hunting Preserve.  Sullivan had handout of changes that would be necessary to the Zoning Ordinance to include Upland Game Bird Hunting Preserves.  After the Commission’s review and discussion of the changes, there was a motion by King and seconded to approve the hunting preserve rules and regulations as presented by Sullivan, with the addition of 2- 20’ business signs on page 12 and deleting E 3 on page 86.  Roll call vote, motion carries 7-0.

7. Review of Zoning Ordinance.  Parker had handout of the Forest Home Township Ordinance regarding definitions.  The handout was discussed but no action was taken.

The definition of Hotel/Motel was discussed.  There was a motion by Elbert and seconded to approve the definition of Hotel/Motel to read:  An establishment under single ownership with an on-site office that provides transient lodging and consists of single room units with one or two beds and a bathroom.  The unit may provide small appliances for the convenience of guests.  The Hotel/Motel may contain a restaurant or small coffee shop for guests and the general public.  Motion carried 7-0.

Sullivan continued the review of his handout, which included suggested changes to the Ordinance to bring it into compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act of 2006.  After the Commission’s review and discussion, a motion by Elbert and seconded to approve Sullivan’s revisions and suggestions to update the Zoning Ordinance to bring it into compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act and included a change to Section 21.01, which added under B item 1. Map Amendments and item 2. Text Amendments.  Motion carried 7-0.  Briggs will now set up Public Hearings for the three items approved at tonight’s meeting.

8. Concerns of the Commission.  There will be a Special Meeting of the PC on January 23, 2007 at 4PM to continue their work on definitions.  Parker hand a handout for the Commission’s review from Township Board member Martel, in which he critiques the Proposed Land Use Plan.  

Election of officers is next.  Motion by Colvin and seconded to nominate Gaskell as Chairman passed 7-0.  Motion by Colvin and seconded to nominate Scott as Vice Chairman passed 7-0.  Motion by Parker and seconded to nominate Elbert as Secretary passed 7-0.

9. With no further business, motion to adjourn at 10:00 PM passed 7-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

